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Executive Summary
It’s exciting to be in the home stretch bringing paddle to the Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill area.  It’s hard enough to bring paddle to any club, and then imagine doing it in the south where even fewer people are aware of our sport.  That’s exactly what needs to change.  We need to spread paddle to new areas and get the word out.  Strengthening and spreading the business of paddle would benefit the future of paddle everywhere. 

Just like in paddle, momentum and timing are keys to the success of our project to get Chapel Hill paddle up and running.  Everything is falling into place very quickly.  Courts could be installed within months.  Our director of tennis, club manager, and several on the board are enthusiastic about bringing paddle to the club and learning how to play.

It’s critical to propose adding paddle without requiring an assessment or increasing dues.  Any expense would bring the ire of some members who are   vehemently opposed to increases.  CHTC is supplying prime real estate and an enthusiastic staff and board to create a successful new paddle program.

The request is for the APTA to provide a grant in the amount of $15,000 which would cover half of the initial funds required to obtain 2 used courts and to jumpstart a successful program.  Incremental memberships would pay the other half of upfront expenses, maintenance, and the additional $40,500 required to purchase the courts in 2 years.

An APTA grant would allow us to complete our project while we have momentum, provide adequate funds to train teaching staff, and allow us to have affordable winter paddle access.  Lower cost to play will allow us to attract more new players and not just transplants that already love paddle.

Please read the information that follows to see what a great place the Chapel Hill Tennis Club is to continue the expansion of paddle in the south.  The timing is right to create paddle hubs in Chapel Hill and Atlanta along with the new Region 7 excitement to spark fantastic paddle growth. 

Thank you for your consideration to help get Chapel Hill paddle started!

The Plan
1. Install 2 used courts at CHTC using Reilly Green Mountain’s lease to buy offer.  Some combination of charter paddle members and APTA assistance will cover 100% of a 2 year no obligation lease.  The 500 member families at CHTC have full access to courts at no additional charge.

2. Get the core group of charter paddle members and new players playing.  Organize clinics, leagues, socials, exhibitions, tournaments, etc.  Train teaching staff.  Provide demo equipment.  Through word of mouth and advertisements we would locate the other 100 or more paddle players in the area.  

3. A moderate paddle program would have no problem paying the remainder to keep the courts after 2 years.  More likely we will have a thriving paddle program and will be considering adding a 3rd court.

4. Our league will be an APTA league.  All charter members will be asked to join the APTA this year so that they could get Platform Magazine and as a thank you to the APTA.  CHTC would certainly be an APTA club.

5. Other clubs in the area will take notice from our example and a club in Raleigh would soon follow suit.  Then the interclub league begins.  This won’t be another Chicago, but the area could support several clubs and provide an example for other tennis areas such as Charlotte, Greensboro, Pinehurst, and Wilson to get involved. 

The Chapel Hill Area
Chapel Hill is home to the University of North Carolina and is part of the “Research Triangle” of Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill.  Centrally located on the ACC’s tobacco road it is 20 minutes from Duke and NC State.  Being a college town this is a somewhat transient area with more than 50% of the population originating from the north.  

High temperatures in winter months sometimes reach 50s and even 60s, however lows are frequently in 20s and 30s.  There is plenty of traditional winter paddle weather in the AM and once the sun goes down in addition to the often cold December-February days.  

In just 20 months I’ve met approximately 30-40 past platform tennis players.  I can only guess but there must be several hundred in the area and most will want to play paddle if given the opportunity.

In these 20 months, 3 league playing member families of the Long Island Platform Tennis Association have relocated here.

Platform Tennis in the South

APTA Region 7 “Virginia and south along the east coast, excluding DC” was formed this year and has solid momentum for expansion.  The new PCQ tournament schedule and President’s Cup team has helped spark the current explosion of paddle interest in Atlanta.  It is very likely that Atlanta and Chapel Hill will become large paddle hubs in the south and with this critical mass we could have exciting growth to new players, clubs, and locations.

APTA Region 7 Paddle Hubs

· Charlottesville, VA

· Richmond, VA

· Winston-Salem, NC

· Atlanta, GA
The Chapel Hill Tennis Club

CHTC is a not-for-profit cooperatively owned swim & tennis club that has historically been known as the “friendly” club in the area.  A perfect fit for paddle.  Cost is similar to public facilities.  Anyone may join.  Family initiation is $600 with $285 quarterly dues.  Less for seniors, juniors, and individuals.  Indoor courts may be rented by non-members.  Local guests are welcome for $5 and out-of-town guests for free.

We have a great staff, membership, and proactive board.  Our adult and junior clinics are filled with both members and non-members.  The 24 outdoor and 4 indoor courts get the most play of any club in the area.

Platform Tennis Proposal for CHTC

2 Platform Tennis Courts to begin a trial paddle program at CHTC
· Reilly Green Mountain has offered us a very generous no obligation lease to buy arrangement.  

· Some combination of charter paddle members and APTA assistance will cover 100% of a 2 year ($20,500) no obligation lease.  

· At the end of 2 years we will either have a paddle program capable of paying the remainder for the courts ($40,500) or the manufacturer will take the courts back.

· If we are successful, CHTC will after a few years:

· Own amenity of 2 paddle courts 

· Be the first swim, tennis, and paddle club in the triangle

· Attract transplanted paddle players to join CHTC

· More fun and enjoyment for many CHTC members

Local Supporters / Players

Greg Archer



Chapel Hill, NC
from New Jersey
Played court paddle at CHTC and interested in taking up paddle.  Played tennis for UNC.

Meredith Bolon


Chapel Hill, NC
from Connecticut
Played paddle at Wilton Y in Wilton, CT and interested in playing at CHTC.

Rich and MaryLee Brown

Durham, NC

from Philadelphia

Former member of Philadelphia Cricket Club.  Played Series A league.

Participates annually in Winston-Salem Southern Invitational.  College tennis.

James Cardillo


Morrisville, NC
from Long Island


Former member of Huntington YMCA in Huntington, NY

Played LIPTA league divisions 1 and 3.  College Lacrosse and Football.

John Cardillo



Morrisville, NC
from Long Island


Played in LIPTA league.  College Lacrosse.

Andy Chacos



Chapel Hill, NC
from Connecticut

Played at Weed Beach in Darien, CT

Tight end for UNC Tar Heels

Kathy and David Finley

Chapel Hill, NC
from New York 


Both paddle enthusiasts from Mt. Kisco, NY.  Retired and moved to Chapel Hill.

Rich Green



Chapel Hill, NC
from Long Island

Current out of town member of Huntington YMCA in Huntington, NY

Still plays LIPTA league division 1.  Region VII president’s cup.  Played tennis at UVM.

Lauren Herman


Carrboro, NC
Has played paddle and is interested in playing regularly.  Assistant Tennis Director at CHTC.

Paul Hodulik



Chapel Hill, NC
from New Jersey

Former member of Lake Vahalla in Montville, NJ

Kevin and Kathryn O’Hagan
Wake Forest, NC
from Chicago

Current out of town members of Michigan Shores Club, Wilmette IL

Still play series 3&4 in Chicago league

Grant Jackson


Durham, NC

from Chicago 
Paddle player from Chicago.  Works with Rich Brown.

Brian Kalbas



Chapel Hill, NC
from Indianapolis 
Paddle player from Indianapolis.  Brian’s brother plays in the Atlanta paddle league.

Current UNC Women’s Tennis Coach.  Played tennis for Notre Dame.

Dave Keeney

 

Carrboro, NC
Tennis instructor at CHTC interested in playing and teaching paddle.

Local Supporters / Players  (contd.)

Arnie Levine



Pittsboro, NC

from Connecticut
Played paddle in Connecticut.   Finance committee member at CHTC.

Barry Locker



Durham, NC

from Connecticut
Played court paddle at CHTC and interested in taking up paddle.
MaryBeth Margolis
 

Chapel Hill, NC
from Pittsburg

Played in Pittsburg division 1 league

Jorge Marin



Carrboro, NC
from Mexico
Played court paddle at CHTC and interested in taking up paddle.  Court maintenance at CHTC.

Mike McMahon


Morrisville, NC
from Long Island


Played in LIPTA league.

Paul Miller

 

Morrisville, NC
from Texas
Tennis player interested in taking up paddle.  Recruited by Jimmy Cardillo.

Steve Nebiker / Beth Lansing
Chapel Hill, NC
from Westchester, NY

Steve played in Westchester County league for Town of Bronxville

John Noyes



Chapel Hill, NC


Has played paddle and is interested in playing regularly.  Tennis instructor at CHTC.

Marc Ponz



Chapel Hill, NC


Has seen paddle and is interested in taking up the game.  College tennis.  CHTC member.

Alan Rader



Pittsboro, NC

Has tried paddle and is interested in playing regularly.  Tennis instructor.  Club Manager at CHTC.

Kevin and Martha Schneider
Raleigh, NC


Former members of Winter Club in Lake Forest, NC

Jeff and Lee Strief


Cary, NC

from Long Island

Members of Cherry Valley Club in Garden City, NY

Both former division 1 LIPTA league players

Paul Utt



Raleigh, NC

Participates annually in Winston-Salem Southern Invitational

Holland and Debby West

Chapel Hill, NC
from New Jersey
Both paddle players interested in playing regularly.

Michal “Z” Zaluski


Chapel Hill, NC
Played court paddle at CHTC and interested in taking up and teaching paddle.  College tennis.

Director of Tennis at CHTC.
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[image: image3.png]We are extremely excited at the Chapel Hill Tennis Club about the opportunity to bring
Platform Tennis to the Ralcigh, Durham, Chapel Hill arca in North Carolina. We are the
only club in our area with an indoor facility. Setting our club apart with yet another
exclusive offering is a motivating factor. However, offering our existing members
another service for the slower winter season is even more valuable. We are already
discussing platform socials for the 2006-2007 winter season.

[ was first introduced to Platform Tennis in 1991 while visiting a good friend who was
working at a tennis club on Long Island. We were there 0 attend the US Open. On a day
we did not have tickets, our time was spent playing tennis on the grass courts and playing
platform tennis. What a great day, in a beautiful setting to be introduced to your sport.

T am eager to get back on a platform tennis court and plan to participate in CHTC’s
program.

1 am confident that our excellent staff will be able to grow the sport and become proud
ambassadors for your organization. We would greatly appreciate the opportunity.

Alan Rader
Club Manager
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I have been at CHTC since March of 1993 and have seen the club grow in all kinds of ways.  Probably the most significant one; the clubs membership once was mostly senior members, where as now we have a well balanced membership.  We have one of the largest, most diverse tennis programs in the Triangle with a big junior program as well as adult program.  We host two USTA tournaments.  One is mostly a local tournament with around 250 kids participating while the other is a National Southern Open BG’s 18sd Championships with a full 320 participants in it.     

I am new to platform tennis, having only played it twice and I already see how much fun it will be to play on a real Platform court at CHTC.  I believe a number of our members will fall in love with Platform Tennis once we have some courts here.  Our Indoor Tennis Courts are packed in the winter which leaves a number of players playing tennis in the cold outside with the tennis ball not bouncing too well.  With a Platform Tennis Court right there I am sure a number of them will take to it pretty rapidly.  I personally will be very interested in learning the game and eventually would like to get certified to be an instructor.

I believe the tennis staff here at CHTC will be able to make Platform Tennis a hit in the Triangle area.  I may be a little biased to this since I love the club, the membership, and people I work with and can clearly see why we are the best club in the area to promote Platform Tennis.  I am looking forward to seeing some Platform Courts at CHTC next winter.

Thank you for the opportunity,

Michal Zaluski

CHTC Tennis Director 

CHTC Site Plan
Site A is adjacent to club house with pro shop, lockers, and second story deck perfect for viewing.  Close to parking.  Space to add third court.  Bordered by club house, a tree line, and bank of clay tennis courts.  Elevated 15 feet above lower parking and indoor court entrance.  Site B has a nice picnic area for viewing and is not far from indoor facilities.
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To get an idea of size, the 4 rectangles are banks of 6 tennis courts each.  Indoor building to the right has 4 courts.

B





A









